PARTNERS IN ACTION
BUILDING COMMUNITY CAPACITY FROM ASSESSMENT TO CHANGE

Welcome
Introduction and Overview

Dr. Cynder Sinclair, Executive Director

Panel Discussion
David Maron, Ventura County Civic Alliance
Dr. Jamshid Damooei, California Lutheran University
Lydia Kreil, Dignity Health
Vanessa Rauchenberger, Gold Coast Transit District
Mark Alvarado, City of Oxnard

Introduction of New Leadership

Dr. Cynder Sinclair

Future of CAVC and Action Groups
Closing Remarks

We invite participants to network, enjoy light hors d'oeuvres, and
take a tour of our facilities.

Program presentation can be found at www.ca-vc.org/partners-in-action

THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
David Maron is the vice chair of the Ventura County Civic Alliance (VCCA), a regional organization
focused on preserving the quality of life in Ventura County.

David is the co-chair of the VCCA

committee that produces the State of the Region Report every two years. This report contains over
70 charts on life in Ventura County.
David is an active member of the League of Women Voters and is a frequent moderator of
candidate debates, town halls, public forums and other events.

He also owns Maron Computer

Services, a developer of software for health insurance companies.

Dr. Jamshid Damooei is Professor and Chair of Department of Economics and Director
of the Center for the Study of Economics of Social Issues at California Lutheran University.

His

research on investing in children has resulted in the publication of multiple pioneering
studies regarding children in a number of states and metropolitan areas. These reports include a
strong emphasis on the impact of socio-economic status (SES) on children’s academic performance
and social behavior.

Dr. Damooei is also the principal researcher for the Ventura County Civic

Alliance’s State of the Region Report.

Lydia Kreil is Manager of Community Health with Dignity Health, St. John's Regional Medical Center.
Lydia supervises the Health Ministries Department and manages outreach activities that address the
social determinants of poor health. These include the community food pantry, community clothes
closet, basic needs fund and counseling. Ms. Kreil is also responsible for tracking and reporting
Community Benefits. Lydia has worked with St. John's Regional Medical Center for 21 years.

Vanessa Rauschenberger is the Director of Planning & Marketing for Gold Coast Transit District
(GCTD) which provides public transit to the cities of Ojai, Oxnard, Port Hueneme, Ventura &
unincorporated areas of Ventura County.

Prior to joining GCTD, she worked for the New York City

Department of Transportation as an Associate Transportation Planner. She has over 15 years in the
transportation industry, which also include both private and non-profit experience. Vanessa has a
Master of Urban Planning from CUNY’s Hunter College and a Bachelor of Science in City and
Regional Planning from Cal Poly State University at San Luis Obispo.

Mark M. Alvarado has been in public services for 35 years. His professional background within
community and human development through multiple local governments and nonprofit agencies is
rich with experience serving low to moderate income families, disadvantaged youth and children,
seniors, people with disabilities and homelessness. Mr. Alvarado holds a positive record for
establishing community engagement programs, neighborhood outreach and revitalization, poverty
reduction, food security, affordable housing and homeless services delivery. He is a graduate of the
University of Texas- El Paso with a Multidisciplinary Degree in Humanities, Diversity and Chicano
Studies. He currently manages Homeless Services for the City of Oxnard as the Homeless Assistance
Coordinator.

